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New Links Title VI Analysis

DESCRIPTION: Review and acknowledgment of the |AGENDA NO: Click or tap here
Title VI analysis conducted for the implementation of |[to enter text.
the New Link plan.

ACTION REQUEST: XApproval [ Review Comment LlInformation Only [ Other

RECOMMENDATION:

Review and acknowledgment of the Title VI Equity Analysis of the network redesign, based on the
Board-approved New Links plan, finds NO disparate impact on vulnerable communities based on the
RTA’s Title VI and Environmental Justice Policy Manual.

ISSUE/BACKGROUND:

In early 2021, the RTA Board of Commissioners adopted the New Links Network Redesign Plan and
instructed RTA staff to move toward the plan’s implementation. As part of the implementation process
the RTA staff conducted a Title VI review in accordance with the agency’s Title VI and Environmental
Justice Policy (2013). The RTA staff found that the proposed New Links changes resulted in no
disparate impact to vulnerable communities in the RTA service area, as defined by the RTA Title VI

policy.

DISCUSSION:

New Links was a two-year collaborative planning process between the RTA, Regional Planning
Commission, and Jefferson Transit to re-imagine how public transit connects the region. The plan
recommends the reallocation of resources throughout the system to better serve the community.
Because of the scale of the project, a Title VI review of the plan is required by federal law to ensure
that no marginalized or vulnerable community within the RTA service area experiences a disparate
impact from the changes.

According to the RTA’s Title VI and Environmental Justice Policy a disparate impact is defined as a
negative impact that is predominantly borne by a minority and/or low-income community. This is
measured the percentage of vulnerable population impacted relative to the overall percentage of the
population in the service area. In addition to an analysis of disparate impact, access metrics for
vulnerable populations were also measured.

Access Metrics

A review of access metrics seeks to increase the percentage of people with access to frequent transit
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(20-minute headways or better). The reorganization of transit resources in the New Links plan results
in a slight overall decrease in general transit coverage - shown by a slight increase in the percentage
of the regional population without service within one-half mile. However, the trade-off for the slight
overall reduction in service is significant increases in job access and service for vulnerable and
transit dependent residents.

- Increased share of residents within 2 mile walk of frequent transit coming every 20 minutes

or less
o 19% in February 2020
o 38% in New Links network
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- Increased share of regional jobs within 2 mile of frequent transit coming every 20 minutes

or less
o 35% in February 2020
o 60% in New Links Network
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- Increased share of low-income residents, households without access to a car, and residents of
color with access to a bus or streetcar coming every 20 minutes or less:
o 65% of households without access to a car would have access to frequent transit
§ Existing: 35%
o 45% of residents of color would have access to frequent transit
§ Existing: 21%
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o 47% of residents in poverty would have access to frequent transit

§ Existing: 23%
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Disparate Impact on Minority Residents

Impacts were not found to have a disparate negative impact on minority populations. Areas with
decreased service have a lower portion of minority residents than the service area as a whole.

New Orleans Regional Transit Authority Page 3 of 6

Printed on 2/23/2024

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 22-142, Version: 1

Total Population % of Area  Minority Minority

Affectedby  Population Population Population (% GREL T

Service Change

Service Area

— o
Description Change Affected Affected  of affected) 5

Major decrease o o
(> 25%) 93,312 24% 57,259 61%
Eliminated 18,975 5% 3,920 21%

e
Major increase o o
( <-25%) 121,703 31% 94,444 78%
Minor/ no change o o
(-25% < & >+25%) 175,830 45%| 119,276 68%

Proposed Service Level Changes and
Minority Census Block Groups

Minority Block Groups

Minority Rate = Area Average
% Difference in Weekly Trips
oo

Y g o [ 9% - -2z5%
& ‘ ' e Tl R [ ] -2a%-24%

J Y ,I///,, [ 259 - o9
4 ) T I%/% ik, CHALMETTE -100%
R r ] ' @  Eliminated Stops

TLRRTTGWH
WESTWEGD 2 seFS
i MARRLE
T e——
HBRV LT

o \ 1inch = 1.58 miles

New Orleans Regional Transit Authority Page 4 of 6 Printed on 2/23/2024

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 22-142, Version: 1

Disparate Impact on Low-Income Populations

Impacts were not found to place a disproportionate burden on low-income populations. Areas with
decreased service have a lower portion of residents living in poverty than the service area as a
whole.
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Conclusion

The New Links Network Redesign Plan seeks to improve transit service for residents while operating
within the resource constraints of the existing agency. Given that constraint, the reorganization of
transit service will, by necessity, negatively impact some communities more than others. The purpose
of the RTA’s Title VI policy is to ensure that those negative impacts do not disproportionately impact
vulnerable communities - particularly minority and low-income ones. RTA'’s Title VI policy has been
approved by FTA. The RTA has determined, through the attached Title VI Equity Analysis, that the
proposed changes do not create a disparate impact on minority and low-income communities in
accordance with the RTA’s Title VI policy.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

No financial impact.

NEXT STEPS:

None required. Implementation of New Links Plan is scheduled to be incorporated in majority for
September 25, 2022 service pick.

ATTACHMENTS:

- New Links Network Redesign Title VI Equity Analysis - Final Draft
- New Links Title VI Analysis Presentation

Prepared By: Vivek Shah

Title: Director of Service Planning and Scheduling
Reviewed By: Gerard Guter

Title: Chief Operating Officer
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Alex Wiggins 09/13/22

Chief Executive Officer Date
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