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May 31, 2022 
 
Nuria Fernandez 
Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

RE: FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program  
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 

 
Dear Administrator Fernandez, 
 

I write in support of the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) FY 22 Bus and 
Bus Facilities Program grant application for funding to purchase 23 new fixed-route vehicles. This 
funding will allow the RTA to retire a large portion of the fleet that will soon reach the end of their 
useful life in 2024. 
 

RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans and the City of 
Kenner. As the largest public transportation provider in the New Orleans-Metairie, Louisiana 
Metropolitan Statistical Area, the RTA operates 34 bus routes, five streetcar routes, two ferry 
routes, and ADA paratransit service. Bus and streetcar service include six routes with peak-service 
frequencies of 15 minutes or better, as well as 12 routes that operate 24 hours/day. RTA’s service 
area is relatively dense, covering more than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over a land area of 
about 185 square miles. 
 

The RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel busses. This funding 
request, leveraged with other state and local funding streams, will allow the agency to retire 40 
vehicles which will reach their useful lifespan by 2024. This large retirement contingent is a result 
of RTA’s unique circumstances due to the complete destruction of its fleet in 2005, caused by the 
catastrophic post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood. 
 

mailto:hse091@legis.la.gov


 

 

The purchase of these new vehicles will put the agency on a strong path for a more 
consistent future fleet replacement that will begin a significant transition to low to zero emission 
vehicles starting in 2025. 
 

Thank you for your consideration for this important project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Mandie Landry 

       Representative Mandie Landry 
       District 91 
       New Orleans 
 



 LOUISIANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
 

Matthew Willard 
State Representative - District 97 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
May 26, 2022 

Nuria Fernandez 
Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program  
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 

Dear Administrator Fernandez, 

I am contacting you today in support of the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) FY 22 Bus and 

Bus Facilities Program grant application for funding to purchase new 23 fixed-route vehicles. This funding will 

allow the RTA to retire a large portion of the fleet that will soon reach the end of their useful life in 2024. 

RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans and the City of Kenner. As the largest 

public transportation provider in the New Orleans-Metairie, Louisiana Metropolitan Statistical Area, the RTA 

operates 34 bus routes, five streetcar routes, two ferry routes, and ADA paratransit service. Bus and streetcar 

service include six routes with peak-service frequencies of 15 minutes or better, as well as 12 routes that operate 

24 hours/day. RTA's service area is relatively dense, covering more than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over 

a land area of about 185 square miles. 

The RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel busses. This funding request, leveraged 

with other state and local funding streams, will allow the agency to retire 40 vehicles which will reach their 

useful lifespan by 2024. This large retirement contingent is a result of RTA’s unique circumstances due to the 

complete destruction of its fleet in 2005, caused by the catastrophic post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood. 
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The purchase of these new vehicles will put the agency on a strong path for a more consistent future fleet 

replacement that will begin a significant transition to a low to zero emission vehicles starting in 2025. 

Thank you for your consideration for this important project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew Willard 
Louisiana House of Representatives, District 97











COMMITTEES.

FINANCE
BILL CASSIDY, M.D.

LOUISIANA

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE.

Suite SH-520

Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

(202)224-5824

"Enitcd States Senate
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

May 24, 2022

The Honorable Pele BuUigieg

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington. DC 20590-0001

Dear Sec. Buttigieg:

It has recently come to my attention that the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority is applying

for funding from the Bus and Bus Facilities grant program. They are requesting $9.9 million to

replace vehicles in their Beet.

The New Orleans Regional Transit Authority plans to use the funds to replace 23 diesel buses

purchased in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and have reached the end of their useful life.

They anticipate providing a cost share of $1.6 million towards these 23 buses. The project would

complement plans to replace 17 end-of-life buses using state funding.

I appreciate your department's consideration of this application. I ask that you please keep my

office informed on the progress of this proposal as well as when a final decision has been made

regarding this grant. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Michael Hby in

my Baton Rouge Office at (225) 929-7711.

Sincerely,

/?./j IS iJ^.
Bill Cassidy, M.D.

United States Senator

BC/ME

Shreveport, LA 71105

13181 798-3215
Metairie, LA 70002

(5041838-0130

Monroe, LA 70201

(318)324-2111
Lapavette, la 7050B

(337)261-1400

Lake Charles. LA 70629

(337)261-1400
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

(225)929-7711
AlExanohia, la 71301

(318)448-7176
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1100 Poydras Street, Suite 3475, New Orleans, LA 70163 

Phone: 504.527.6900   Fax: 504.527.6970   www.gnoinc.org    
 

May 27, 2022 
 
Nuria Fernandez 
Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE:  FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program  

New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 
 
Dear Administrator Fernandez, 
 
On behalf of Greater New Orleans, Inc. (GNO, Inc.), I am contacting you today in support of the New Orleans 
Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) FY 22 Bus and Bus Facilities Program Grant application for funding to 
purchase new 23 fixed-route vehicles. This funding will allow the RTA to retire a large portion of its current 
fleet, originally acquired to replace a fleet lost to Hurricane Katrina. These buses are now showing signs of 
aging, from billowing black smoke to breakdowns. GNO, Inc., as the regional economic development 
organization for the ten parishes of Southeast Louisiana, recognizes the improvements to economic mobility 
and reliable workforce connections that the selection of this application will enable.  
 
RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans and the City of Kenner. As the largest 
public transportation provider in the Greater New Orleans Region, the RTA operates 34 bus routes, five 
streetcar routes, two ferry routes, and ADA paratransit service. Bus and streetcar service include six routes with 
peak-service frequencies of 15 minutes or better, as well as 12 routes that operate 24 hours/day. RTA's service 
area is dense, covering more than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over a land area of about 185 square miles.   
 
The RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel buses. This funding request, leveraged 
with other state and local funding streams, will cumulatively modernize 40 vehicles set to reach their useful 
lifespan by 2024. This large retirement contingent is a result of RTA’s unique circumstances due to the 
complete destruction of its fleet in 2005, caused by the catastrophic post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood.   
 
This September, RTA will implement New Links, its network re-design which will provide greater frequency of 
service and greater coverage of formerly underserved and disconnected communities.  Hence, alongside 
implementation of this equity-forward plan, the acquisition of these new vehicles will represent a 
comprehensive renaissance of public transportation in Greater New Orleans.  Looking ahead, this grant will put 
RTA on a strong path for more consistent future fleet replacement and begin a significant transition to a low to 
zero emission vehicles starting in 2025.  Thank you for your consideration of this application and supporting this 
transformation of public transportation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael Hecht 
President & CEO 
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May 20, 2022 
 
 
 
Nuria Fernandez, Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
RE: FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program  

New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 
 
Dear Administrator Fernandez, 
 
On behalf of the New Orleans Business Alliance (NOLABA), please accept this letter of support for the New 
Orleans Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) FY 22 Bus and Bus Facilities Program grant application for funding to 
purchase 23 new fixed-route vehicles.  This funding will allow the RTA to retire a large portion of the fleet that 
will soon reach the end of its useful life in 2024 and continue operations, while implementing plans to reach the 
RTA’s goal of transitioning 75% of its fleet to low/no emission vehicles by 2030. 
 
Please note that NOLABA approaches all of its work through the lens of our very own tagline: Culture. Equity. 
Prosperity.  Our work aims to ensure that all New Orleanians have the opportunity to preserve their culture while 
working toward a more equitable and prosperous future for themselves and for generations to come.  Access to 
reliable and safe public transportation plays a significant role in our efforts to achieve better outcomes measured 
by metrics such as health and wealth disparities amongst New Orleans residents.   
 
As one of our valued partners, the RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans and the 
City of Kenner.  RTA is the largest public transportation provider in the New Orleans-Metairie, Louisiana 
Metropolitan Statistical Area.  It operates 34 bus routes, five streetcar routes, two ferry routes, and ADA 
paratransit service.  Bus and streetcar service includes six routes with peak-service frequencies of 15 minutes or 
better, as well as 12 routes that operate 24 hours/day.   The RTA's service area is relatively dense, covering more 
than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over a land area of about 185 square miles. 
 
It is NOLABA’s understanding that the RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel busses.  
This funding request, leveraged with other state and local funding streams, will allow the agency to retire 40 
vehicles that are anticipated to reach their useful lifespan by 2024.  This large retirement contingent is a result 
of RTA’s unique circumstances due to the complete destruction of its fleet in 2005, caused by the catastrophic 
post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood.  The purchase of these new vehicles will put the agency on a strong 
path for a more consistent future fleet replacement that will begin a significant transition to a low to zero 
emission vehicles starting in 2025.   
 
Thank you for your consideration for this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeanette R. Weiland, Senior Vice President of Bio, Innovation, & Special Projects 
New Orleans Business Alliance 



cbno.org@betternola |

PO Box 791570 , New Orleans LA 70179

C O M M I T T E E   F O R   A 

N E W   O R L E A N S

BETTER

Dear Administrator Fernandez,

I am contacting you today in support of the New Orleans Regional
Transit Authority’s (RTA) FY 22 Bus and Bus Facilities Program grant
application for funding to purchase 23 new fixed- route vehicles.
Committee for a Better New Orleans works to create a more equitable,
sustainable, and thriving City in partnership with community, civic, and
business leaders. This funding will advance our vision as it would allow
the RTA to sustain safe and effficient transportation services for
residents who rely on it, while retiring a large portion of the fleet that
will reach the end of their useful life in 2024.

RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans
and the City of Kenner. As the largest public transportation provider in
the New Orleans-Metairie, Louisiana Metropolitan Statistical Area, the
RTA operates 34 bus routes, five streetcar routes, two ferry routes, and
ADA paratransit service. Bus and streetcar services include six routes
with peak- service frequencies of 15 minutes or better, as well as 12
routes that operate 24 hours/day. RTA's service area is relatively dense,
covering more than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over a land area
of about 185 square miles. 

The RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel
busses. This funding request, leveraged with other state and local
funding streams, will allow the agency to retire 40 vehicles that will
reach the end of their useful lifespan by 2024. 

This large retirement contingent is a result of RTA’s unique
circumstances due to the complete destruction of its fleet in 2005,
caused by the catastrophic post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood.
The purchase of these new vehicles will put the agency on a strong
path for a more consistent future fleet replacement that will begin a
significant transition to a low to zero-emission vehicles starting in 2025.

Thank you for your consideration for this important project.

Nuria Fernandez
Administrator
Federal Transit Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590

May 20, 2022

RE: FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program New Orleans
Regional Transit Authority

Sincerely, 

Nellie Catzen | Executive Director



 

 

Nuria Fernandez 
Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

RE: FY 2022 Bus and Bus Facilities Grant Program  
New Orleans Regional Transit Authority - May 20, 2022 

 

Dear Administrator Fernandez, 

I am contacting you today in support of the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) 
FY 22 Bus and Bus Facilities Program grant application for funding to purchase 23 new fixed-
route vehicles. This funding will allow the RTA to retire a large portion of the fleet that will soon 
reach the end of their useful life in 2024. 

RTA is the public transportation provider for the City of New Orleans and the City of Kenner. 
As the largest public transportation provider in the New Orleans-Metairie, Louisiana 
Metropolitan Statistical Area, the RTA operates 34 bus routes, five streetcar routes, two ferry 
routes, and ADA paratransit service. Bus and streetcar services include six routes with peak-
service frequencies of 15 minutes or better, as well as 12 routes that operate 24 hours/day. RTA's 
service area is relatively dense, covering more than 450,000 people and 200,000 jobs over a land 
area of about 185 square miles. 

The RTA is requesting funding for the purchase of 23 low-floor diesel busses. This funding 
request, leveraged with other state and local funding streams, will allow the agency to retire 40 
vehicles that will reach the end of their useful lifespan by 2024. This large retirement contingent 
is a result of RTA’s unique circumstances due to the complete destruction of its fleet in 2005, 
caused by the catastrophic post-Hurricane Katrina levee-failure flood. 

The purchase of these new vehicles will put the agency on a strong path for a more consistent 
future fleet replacement that will begin a significant transition to a low to zero-emission vehicles 
starting in 2025. 

Thank you for your consideration for this important project. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Courtney Jackson  

Executive Director 

Ride New Orleans 
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